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A brief Confideration of New-Yorx, with re/pe@ to its natural Advantages: 
Its Superiority in feveral Inftances, over fome of the neighbouring Colonies. 


O fortunatos nimium Bona fi fua norint Esoracos. Virg. 
Awake the Mufe, bid Induftry rejoice, 
And the rough Sons of loweft Labour /mile. Tuom. Bair. 


ITH Refpecét to what Nature has done for us, there is not a happier People. 
W in the World, than the Inhabitants of this Province. I hope the affigning a 
few Inftances from whence this Happinefs is derived, will not be difpleafing 
to them, as it tends to inflame them with a Love of their Country, and at the fame 
Time excite their Gratitude for the Happinefs they enjoy. 
Tue Neceflaries of Life, which for that Reafon, are its moft fubftantial Bleffings, we 
poflefs with the richeft Affuence. The natural Strength and Fertility of the Soil we live 
upon, will, by Grazing and Tillage, always continue to us, the inexhauftible Source of a 


 profufe Abundance. There is nothing we pofiefi, that Mankind can well be without, 


and fcarce any Thing they really want, but we either enjoy, or may eafily procure, in 
luxuriant Plenty. 

Provisions, in fhort, ar our Staple, and whatever Country fufficiently abounds with 
fo neceflary a Commodity, can never fail of Wealth, a fure Magazine! which will 
always be attended with Power and Plenty, and many other Springs of focial Happinefs, 
as its natural Concomitants. The Want of fuch an unfailing Staple, is a Fountain of 
Mifery, to a Province on the Eaft, of more Shew than Subftance, Pomp than Riches, 
By conftant Supplies from our Exuberance, we hold them in Debt, and annually increafe 
it; while we are fo happy, as to tafte the Sweets of the Truth of what they have 
remarked, that there are fewer poor Men inthis, than in any one of the Plantations on 
the Continent. I have, myfelf, {pent a Month in their Metropolis, the moft fplendid 
Town in North-America, not without fome Pleafure, in reflecting, that I had not a 
Morfel of Bread, even at their commen Tables, that was not the Produce of this Colony: 
Nor has the prettieft Beau in the Town, fo eafy an Accefs to their Ladies, as a certain 
Baker of ours, univerfally celebrated there, for the Goodnefs of his Bitkets. 


Bur this Opulence is not our only Advantage, for raifing the Trade of this Province, 
and enlarging its Extent: Every Thing in it confpires to make New-York the beft Mart 
on the Continent. Our Coatfts are regular, and the Navigation up to the City, from the 
Sea, fhort and bold, and by a good Light-houfe, might be render’d fafe and eafy. 


Hicu-Roaps, which in moft trading Countries, are extremely expenfive, and awake a 
continual Artention for their Reparation, demand from us, comparatively fpeaking, fcarce 
any public Notice at all. The whole Province is contained in two narrow Oblongs, 
extending from the City Eaft and North, having Water Carriage from the Extremity of 
One, and from the Diftance of One Hundred and Sixty Miles of the Other; and by the 
moft accurate Calculation, has not, at a Medium, above Twelve Miles of Land Carriage 
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throughout its whole Extent. This is one of the ftrongeft Motives to the Settlement 
of a new Country, as it affords the eafieft and moft fpeedy Conveyance from the remoteft 
Diftances, and at the loweft Expence. The Effects of this Advantage are greater than 
we ufually obferve, and are, therefore, not fufficiently admired. 


Tue Province of Pennfylvania, has a fine Soil, and, thro’ the Importation of Germans, 
abounds with Inhabitants; but being a vaft inland Country, its Produce muft, of 
Confequence, be brought to a Market over a great Extent of Ground, and all by 
Land-Carriage. Hence it is, that Philadelphia is crowded with Waggons, Carts, Horfes, 
and their Drivers : A Stranger, at his firft Entrance, would imagine it to be a Place of 
Traffic, beyond any one Town in the Colonies ; while at New-Yoré in particular, to 
which the Produce of the Country is all brought by Water, there is more Bufinefs, at 
leaft Bufinefs of Profit, tho’ with lefs Shew and Appearance : Not a Boat in our Rivers is 
navigated with more than two or three Men at moft ; and thefe are perpetually coming in 
from, and returning to, all Parts of the adjacent Country, in the fame Employments, that fill 
the City of Philadelphia with fome Hundreds of Men, who, in refpect to the public Advantage, 
may juftly be faid, to be laborioufly idle: For, let any one nicely compute the Expence of 
a Waggon, with its Tackling; the Time of two Men in attending it; their Maintenance; 
four Horfes, and the Charge of their Provender, ona Journey of One, tho’ they often come, 
‘Two Hundred Miles ; and he will find, thefe feveral Particulars accumulate a Sum far 
from being inconfiderable. All this Time, the New-Yoré Farmer is in the Courfe of his 
proper Bufinefs, and the unincumbered Acquifitions of his Calling ; for, at a Medium, 
there is fcarce a Farmer in the Province, that cannot tranfport the Fruits of a Year's 
Labour, from the beft Farm, in three Days, at a proper Seafon, to fome convenient 
Landing, where the Market will be to his Satisfaction, and all his Wants from the 
Merchant, cheaply fupplied : Befides which, one Boat fhall fteal into the Harbour of 
New-York, with a Lading of more Burden and Value, than forty Waggons, One Hundred 
and Sixty Horfes, and Eighty Men, into Philadelphia; and perhaps with lefs Noife, 
Blufter er Shew, than One. 

Propiciovs is the Advantage we have in this Article alone; I fhall not enter 
into an abftrufe Calculation, to evince the exaét Value of it, in all the Lights in 
which it may be confidered ; thus much is certain, that barely on Account of our eafy 
Cartiage, the Profits of Farming with us, exceed thofe in Penn/yluania, at leaft by Thirty 
per Cent. and that Difference, in Favour of our Farmers, is of itfelf fufficient to enrich 
them ; while the others find the Difadvantage they are expofed to, fo heavy, (efpecially 
the remote Inhabitants of their Country) that a bare Subfiftance is all they can reafonably 
hope to obtain. Take this Province throughout, the Expence of tranfporting a Buthel 
of Wheat, is but Two pence, for the Diftance of One Hundred Miles ; but the fame 
Quantity, atthe like Diftance in Pennfylvania, will always exceed us One Shilling at leaft. 
The Proportion between us, in the Conveyance of every Thing elfe, is nearly the fame. 
How great, then, are the Incumbrances to which they are expofed! What an immenfe 
Charge is faved to us! How fenfible muft the Embarraflments they are fubjec to, be 
to a trading People ! 

Tuere is Nothing more common, in Conneéficut and the Maffachufetts-Bay Colonies, 
in difcourfing of their Provinces, than for Gentlemen to urge the great Number of their 
Towns, 2s a Proof of the Profperity of their Country; whereas Nothing can be of more 
mifchievous Confequence to all new Settlements. Sound Policy will teach them, that 
Hufbandry calls for their firft Attention ; erecting Townfhips being neveradvifeable, till the 
Number of Planters can fupply their Neceffities; nor even then, are they to be encouraged, 
unlefsthe Rife of Arts and ufeful Manufactures, render the reciprocal Aids of the Inhabitants 
indifpenfibly neceflary. Every Tewn unemployed in thefe, isadead Weight upon the Publics 
for 
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for when Families colleét themfelves into Townfhips, many Traéts of Land, muft, of 
Confequence, lie unimproved : Befides, fuch Perfons will always endeavour to, fupport 
themfelves by Barter and Exchange; which can by no Means augment the Riches of 
the Public. The fame Commodity paffing thro’ never fo many different Hands in one. 
Community, tho’ it may inrich an Individual, others muft be poorer, in an exact 
proportion to his Gains ; but the collective Body of the People not at all: Now, fuppole, 
what really is true, that not a Town in thofe Provinces, of which there are not le/s than 
three Hundred, is, in the leaft Degree, fupported by any kind of Manufacture whatfoever ; 
how vaft muft be their Confumption ! how incredible their Expence! how ruinous the 
Lofs of their Time! and how difficult the Remedy ! This Subject puts me in Mind of the’ 
Story a Gentleman in this Province told me, of his Tenant. ‘ames had to his Wife's 
Portion, a Barrel of Rum, upon the Strength of which he fet up for a Tavarn-keeper ; 
he purchafed a Licence, and the married Couple fettled it as an inviolable Rule, that 
not 2 Dram fhould be drawn, but for Cafh upon the Nail: ---A Dram was fold, and 
fames had a Groat for it: The Day after, with that Groat, ‘fames purchafed a Dram of © 
Batty: Tt was not long, before Betty’s Qualms extorted the Groat for a Dram te 
relieve her; then ames took the Money. The Cath kept a conftant Circulation, till 
the Barrel was emptied. The Application of this Story to the Provinees I have 
mentioned, is as eafy, as to determine, whether ‘James had increafed his Wife’s Postion, 
or not. 

ANoTHER Confequence of their cluftering into Towns, is Luxury ; --- a great and 
mighty Evil, carrying all before it, and crumbling States and Empires, into flow, but 
inevitable Ruin.---Like fweetned Poifon, it is foft but ttrong, enervates the Conftitution, and 
triumphs at laft, in the Weaknefs and Rottenefs of the Patient. It is almoft impoffible for a 
Number of People, and abfolutely fo, if they are idle, to live together, but they will very 
foon attempt to outvie each other, in Drefs, Tables, andthe like, This is the Cafe in the 
Maffachufetts- Bay: Let a Man enter one of their Country Churches, and he will be ftruck 
with the Gaiety of Ladies, in Silks and Lawn, while, perhaps, the Houfes they came out 
of, fhall fcarce afford a clean Chair to fit on.---Bo/lon is their Pattern, and too, too clofely 
imitated! I knew a Gentleman, that could tell his Diftance from it, by the Length of 
the Ruffles of a Belle of the Town he was in ; and perhaps it may deferve the ferious 
Confideration, of their Society for the Promotion of Indufiry, and Employment of the Poor, 
whether the firft Step they took, fhould not be, to diffipate their Towns, and multiply the 
Number of their Farms. I am fure, it would turn out in the End, a Scheme more to 
their Advantage, than peopling their Eafern Frontiers ; tho’ it had no other Effeé&t, than 
to fink the Ballance we have againft them in Trade; which, as fome of their own 


Merchants, of Truth and Intelligerce, have informed me, is not lefs than Forty 
Thoufand Pounds per Annum, \awful Money of this Province. 


Or the Inconveniencies of too many Towns, we have, as yet, no Caufe of Complaint. 
The Lands near New-Yor!, and at a confiderable Diftance from it, were, in the Infancy 
of this Colony, taken up by a few Gentlemen in large Traéts ; which, tho’ it has been 
fome Difcouragement, to the Improvement of the Lands within thofe Grants, has 
neverthelefs had its Ufe ; as, in Confequence thereof, our Settlements have been carried 
up Hudfon’s River, tothe Extremes of the Province ; and thereby made that, the Heart 
of the Colony, and the fecureft Retreat, which, at every Indian War, would otherwife 
have been, what our Northern Frontiers were the laft, dereli&t and abandoned, or a 
miferable Aceldema and Field of Blood; but contains now, many Thoufands of 
flourifhing Farms ; which are daily improving and increafing, as well to the Advancement 
of private Eftates, as the publick Emolument. A. 


Copious as this Subject is, I fhall beg Leave to refume it but once, in fome future 
Paper, and in the mean Time, take this Opportunity to fulfil my Promife, by giving Place 
toa Letter from one of my moft induftrious Correfpondents. 


Te 
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To the INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 

SIR, New-York, Dec. 16. 1752. 
‘ HO” you have, in your two laft Papers, given us your Thoughts, on Subjeéts of 
. fufficient Moment, to merit the fage Deliberation of our Superiors ; yet I 
‘ prefume, you are not unwilling, fometimes to quit your moreelevated Speculations, and 
* for aWhile, condefcend to take Cognizance of inferior Grievances. The true Sportfman 
* does not confine his Diverfion to the Purfuit of a Deer, or the Chace of a Fox; but wil! 
* often ftoop to the meaner Game of the timorous Hare, or the humble Covey. In 
© Confidence of this, I hall lay before you the following Reflections, without troubling 
* my Head about an introductory Apology, convinced as I am, that immediately proceeding 
© to the Subject of my Complaint, will be more acceptable to you, than any Compliment 
© J can make. 

‘Ir appears, Sir, from the moft accurate Calculation, that we have in this City, at 
€ Jeaft a Thoufand Dogs: I do not mean of the human Kind ; for the Extirpation of 
€ thofe, would prove fuch an Augean Stable, as to require a Labour perfectly Herculean, 
* The Dogs I intend, are that real canine Species, which, with their difmal Howlings, 
* difturb the Repofe of the Healthy, break the interrupted Slumbers of the Sick, add 
¢ frefh Horrors to the Night, and render it perillous to traverfe our Streets after the Sun 
€ is funk beneath our Horizon. Thefe Creatures are a perfect Nuifance to the Inhabitants, 
* and, with refpect to Forty-nine in Fifty, anfwer not one valuable Purpofe in Life : 
‘ Nay, fhould any of them run mad, as have lately fundry of their Species, in many Parts 
‘ of the Country, how’ inexpreflibly dreadful would be the Confequence to fo populous a 
© City ! 

‘] may venture to take it for granted, that our Dogs daily confume as much eatable 
‘ Provifion, as would fuffice Five Hundred Men: A monftrous Extravagance, and a Piece 
* of Luxury, that would almoft redden the Cheek of a Lucullus! The Expence of a 
€ Thoufand Dogs at a Penny a Day, amounts to £. 1520-16-8, per Annum. Or, allow 
* only 500 Dogs, to eat to the Value of a Penny a Day, that will amount to £.760-8-4, 
a Year. What Clamour fhould we hear, was fuch a Sum to be annually raifed by a 
* Tax on the Inhabitants, for the Maintenance of our Poor! We fhould even be 
€ ftunn’d with Murmurs, was’ fuch a Sum to be levied for the Support of the Clergy: 
‘Yet fo prepofterous are we, as to lavifh our Superfluities, on the brutal Creation, 
¢ while our Ears are fealed againft the plaintive Voice of our own Species; and to carefs 
« the groveling Quadrupede, when we turn aloof from the human Face divine. ' 


¢ Tuere is Nothing more common, than daily to behold at our Doors, the fhivering 
* pale-vifag’d home-born Poor, and the penurious half-clad Stranger, banifhed by the Rage 
‘ of Perfecution, from his native Soil, imploring with the perfuafive Eloquence of flowing 
* Tears, and filent Sorrow, the cold Morfel, and the fcanty Boon, which he is inhumanly 
* refufed, while Tow/er, Tray and Mop/y, are pampered with Dainties, and gorged with 
* the Fat of the Land ! , 

‘ Ir may, indeed, be objected, that toGentlemen they are ufeful Animals, in guarding 
§ their Yards, and proclaiming the Approach of Robbers: But not One in Fifty, to fpeak 
* within Compafs, is kept for that Purpofe ; and where it really is the Cafe, let fuch Perfons 
‘ be compelled to confine them to their Yards, and prevent them from being a Terror 
* and Difturbance to their Neighbours. 


» *]I Am fo great a Lover of Fidelity and Gratitude, in which thofe Animals often 
¢ furpafs our own perfidious Race; that Impartiality obliges me, not to apply for their 
¢ Banifhment, without doing Juftice to their Virtues: I muft alfo allow, that to the 
* Hufbandman they are a valuable Part of his Poffeffion. But ina City, they are generally 
* worfe than ufelefs: They are noxious, and a meer Burden to the People. 


‘As you, Mr.Refie‘ter, feem both able and willing, to contribute to the Redrefs of our 
‘Grievances, 1 befeech you, to roar like a Lion againft thofe ufelefs Curs ; that by 2 
‘ Law of the Corporation, we may fpeedily be Witneffes of their perpetual Exile: 

= Yours, &c. Shadrech Plebianus, 
The Letter fign'd Eropaides, came to Hand lafi Week, and foall be taken Notice of  /peedily. 


—— 
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